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No 20 Arts is delighted to host the world 
premiere of 'String Quartet No 5 Algorithm in 
one movement' written by the internationally 

awarded composer Roberto David Rusconi.



Minguet Quartet

Founded in 1988, it is one of the most 
internationally sought-after string quartets 
today and gives performances in all the great 
concert halls of the world. It appeared in 
around 100 shows from USA to Hong Kong 
in 2017. Minguet Quartet was awarded the 
coveted ECHO Klassik and the the Diapason 
d’Or 2015.

Members

Ulrich Isfort
Violin 1

Annette Reisinger
Violin 2

Aroa Sorin
Viola

Matthias Diener
Violoncello

Roberto David Rusconi

Based in London, the award winning composer 
and sound-designer is a visionary producer 

of immersive music for dance theatre and art 
galleries. His work is a melting pot of cutting 
edge electronica, classical music and sound 

field recordings.

Programme

R. Schumann: String Quartet No 3 Op 41 in A major
R.D. Rusconi: String Quartet No 5 Algorithm in one 

movement (2018)



I. Andante espressivo - Allegro molto moderato
II. Assai agitato
III. Adagio molto
IV. Finale. Allegro molto vivace - Quasi Trio

In Schumann’s third string quartet, the 
influence of both Mozart and Beethoven is 
felt immediately, not only in the introduction’s 
tonal ambiguity, with its unsettling chromatic 
harmony, but in Schumann’s very brief 
establishment of the “tonic” (home) key before 
swiftly journeying into other keys.

In the second movement Schumann uses a 
rhythmic technique that gives it the agitato 
quality in its title: what the listener perceives 
as downbeats are actually upbeats.

For the often-brooding Adagio, a repeating 
ostinato rhythm in the second violin emerges 
out of a lyrical texture and becomes a kind of 
heartbeat for the movement.

This same ostinato becomes the generating 
rhythm for the Finale, whose mercurial sense 
of pulse is, as in the second movement, the 
result of accented upbeats. A more relaxed 
middle section, labeled “quasi trio,” leads to 
a return of the movement’s opening material, 
which drives the quartet to its rousing finish.

Robert Schumann
String Quartet N.3 Op 41 in A major (1842)

Are emotions biochemical algorithms?
Are they vital for reproduction and life 

survival?

What is an Algorithm, after all?
Is it just a series of methodical steps that can 

be used
to make calculations, resolve problems and 

make decisions?
Is it just a set of closed rules in order to be 

followed and never questioned? Is it everything 
ruled and designed by algorithms constantly 

upgraded and improved?

Aren’t algorithms also used when composing, 
painting and writing? Are algorithms just 

calculations or are they something more?

....
The distracted calculator, introduced by Alan 

Touring in his dissertation on computable 
numbers and god father of every algorithm , is 
now constantly acting as shadow secretary in 

the internet of everything. He has been seen 
often wandering in the morning mist, lost in 

a quantum world more and more fluid and 
continuous that it was possible to imagine. 
Thinkers, philosophers and physicists now 

openly claim that the noise that has been ‘left 
behind’ is a structural part of the dark matter 

we are all made of and resonate within. 

Algorithm, in one movement, is born out of 
frequencies, reverberations and recurrences 

happening exactly where a composing 
algorithm has been used au contraire, 

observing and working with ‘parameters and 
factors left behind’ when selecting spectra, 

rhythmical patterns and pitch classes via 
previously set algorithms. Algorithm is a 

musical poem born out of absent numbers, 
hidden sounds, whispers and dust unfit for the 

magnetic tape’s boxes and almost desperate 
to escape them.

Algorithm is the swan’s song of science’s 
naïve presumption of being able to explain 

everything in everyone, everywhere.

Roberto David Rusconi
String Quartet No 5 Algorithm, in one 

movement (2018)
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